Newsletter 29: Friday 14th May 2021
Dear Parents,
Sister Anne Kavanagh FMDM – we are really sad to announce the death
of Sister Anne, who died on Tuesday morning. As many of our parents
will know, we have been blessed over a number of years by the support
and help of Sister Anne. She took a keen interest in our school, coming in
every week to run a lunchtime prayer group for the children. She was
also involved in the governing body as an associate. She was a very
important link between us and Ladywell Convent and is going to be sadly
missed by everyone at school, in the parish and, particularly, the Sisters
of Ladywell. May she rest in peace.
Easing restrictions – from next week parents and carers will no longer
need to wear masks at pick-up and drop-off. However, social distancing
is still required. Masks will need to be worn if you come into the
building. Although national guidance allows more mixing from Monday
17th May, our schools guidance still expects us to keep to our tight year group bubbles and no
whole-school indoor events can take place at this time.
Parent volunteers – we hope that we will be able to start having volunteers in school again soon.
However, before parents can come back to school as volunteers, it will be a requirement to
undertake safeguarding training run and managed by the Xavier Catholic Education Trust. If you
wish to come back as a volunteer, please let the office
know. There are some upcoming training sessions,
detailed below. Volunteers will also have to complete an
application form which is available on our school website
(School Information/Parents/Useful forms and letters).
Please contact the office if you would like to book on to
one of the training sessions.
9th June
7th July
14th September
16th September

10am, 1pm and 6.30pm
10am and 6.30pm
10am and 1pm
6.30pm

Bugingham Palace, final call – Mr Judge would be very grateful for bamboo canes
which can be chopped up and put into the bug house. Also, terracotta pots either
broken or complete. Thank you! Also, for the gardening club, he and Mrs Patrick
would be grateful for any big containers, tubs or big planters for planting vegetables.
Please pay promptly – the term is getting quite busy with a number of lovely
outings for the children. Please could the office appeal to you to pay for trips
promptly. Thank you.
Families Surrey South West – we would normally send out hard/paper copies of this excellent
magazine for local families. Until we are able to do this again, here is the link to the May/June issue
of the Families Magazine.
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/surrey_west_may_june_2021?fr=sOTY5ZjM2MTY0OTE
Headteacher’s Blog – every Friday Mrs Higgins writes about what has been happening in school
during the week in her Headteacher’s Blog in the website. Do remember to have a look every week
to keep yourselves up to date by clicking on this link.
https://www.stedmundsschool.co.uk/blog/?pid=14&nid=10
PARISH ITEMS
Open Air Songs of Praise on Pentecost Sunday – this event takes place at 3pm on 23rd May at the
Godalming United Church, outside on the grassed area behind the church, and has been organised
by Churches Together in Godalming. On this wonderful feast day it is a chance to get together to
praise the Lord, with the added blessing of being able to sing!
Are you concerned about the environment and the climate crisis? Our parish livesimply group
has arranged a meeting with Jeremy Hunt MP on 18th June at 3.45pm on zoom to discuss the issue
of our climate crisis and how this affects the poorest communities around the world. To ensure

that these concerns are at the heart of the G7 and COP26 climate talks this year we need to speak
up and be a voice for the voiceless and the more there are of us the better, so please contact Jo on
jolewry@aol.com if you are interested in joining the meeting.
NB The total raised so far for Kasanka is approx. £1,300; thank you to everyone who has donated
so far.
IMPORTANT DATES
THIS TERM’S DATES (new entries in yellow)

DATES (continued)

Fri 21 May Y2 to Wisley
Tue 25 May Y1 to Rural Life Centre
Y5+6 First Aid Training
Wed 26 May Class photos
9.30am Parents’ Forum meeting
Fri 28 May 3pm close for half-term
Mon 7 Jun
Children return to school
Y5+6 Guildford Shakespeare Company
(in school)
Tue 8 Jun
Y6 to Rural Life Centre
Wed 9 Jun
4.15pm Y6 Zoom meeting re Henley Fort
Mon 14 Jun Y2 Chertsey Museum Toy workshop
(in school)
Y6 Bikeability (ends 18 Jun)
Tue 15 Jun Y5 to Henley Fort
Tue 22 Jun Y6 residential at Henley Fort (ends 25 Jun)
Wed 23 Jun Y3 to Sculpture Park

Mon 28 Jun
Wed 30 Jun
Thu 1 Jul
Mon 5 Jul
Thu 8 Jul
Fri 9 Jul
Wed 21 Jul

Y1 to Tuesley Farm
Whole-school photo
Y4 to Wintershall
3.30pm Y5 parents & children
meeting re trip to St George’s House
St Peter’s Induction Day
Moving Up Day
New intake induction morning
Y6 Away Day at Wintershall
2pm early close

NEXT YEAR’S DATES
AUT: 6 Sep-17 Dec 2021 (half-term w/c 25 Oct)
SPR: 4 Jan-1 Apr 2022 (half-term w/c 14 Feb)
SUM: 19 Apr-22 Jul 2022 (half-term w/c 30 May)

Ethos Statement 28: I understand what trust means.
We pray together: Father, to trust means that we are never afraid. Help us to always trust in your
plan for us. Help us to never forget that it is impossible for you to make a mistake with our lives,
and that we should therefore always have a peaceful trust in you and in what you ordain for our
lives. We ask this through Christ our Lord, AMEN
The Pope Speaks to us: We now consider the traditional theme of ‘spiritual combat’. The great
spiritual masters recognise that prayer is not always easy, for our human nature is
frequently distracted or tempted by seemingly more important priorities. The Catechism
teaches that prayer, although a free and unmerited gift of God’s grace, can be affected by
our human experiences of discouragement, sadness or disappointment. Many of the
saints experienced long periods of spiritual dryness and even darkness. They teach us
that the only response to these temptations is greater perseverance. St Ignatius of
Loyola uses military imagery to stress the importance of discipline in our efforts to serve
under the banner of Christ. St Anthony learned from his harsh spiritual battles in the desert that,
although God may at times seem absent amid these struggles, he remains always at our side. In our
daily efforts to persevere in prayer may we trust that our own spiritual combat, like that of Jacob
and the angel (Gen 28:16) will bear fruit in a deeper and more mature relationship with the Lord.
Money Matters: first half of the Summer Term 2021
Dinners (KS2 ONLY):
£69.60 (29 days 19th Apr – 28th May at £2.40 per day)
Governors’ Fund:
£20 per family per term, cheques payable to “A&B Diocesan Trust St Edmund’s”
Outings:
Cheques payable to “St Edmund’s School Fund” or pay online via PMX ParentMail
PSA Website:
www.stedmundsschoolpsa.co.uk
Confused by educational jargon? Try our glossary or Frequently Asked Questions pages under “School Information”
Still confused?
Then  info@stedmunds.surrey.sch.uk or  01483 414497
Dates for the year ahead
http://www.stedmundsschool.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1,2,3&pid=14&viewid=1
Copies of the newsletters
http://www.stedmundsschool.co.uk/page/?title=Newsletters&pid=93
Clubs booking forms
http://www.stedmundsschool.co.uk/page/?title=Clubs+and+Activities&pid=34

